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PCT/GB2004/004340 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide anchor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/Furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished, 

4. Additional comments: 
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M n ni Non-estabHshment ot opinion with regard to novelty, inv ent.ve step and industr^T 
applicability . " 

^^^^^^^^^^ m 

□ the entire international application, 
H claims Nos. 20,22 

because: 

□ the said intemationai application, or the said claims Nos. rotate .to the following subject matter wh.ch 
° Joel riot ?2,uire an international preliminary exam.nat.on (specrty). 

B the description, c.^^^ M ° 

unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (speary/. 

see separate sheet 

□ me Cairns, o, said **. Nos. are so inadequately supposed by the tfcecrtphon the, no »W opin»n 
could be formed. 

O no «rtematt>nal search report has been established tor .ho whole appiicahon or .o, said olaims Nos. 

□ ». nucleoWe andfcr ac« sequence lislng doee no, comply -h fte standard provided .or In Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Although claims 1 , 20 and 22 have been drafted as separate independent claims they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other 
only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought or 
in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. Moreover, lack of clarity of the 
claims as a whole arises, since the plurality of independant claims makes it difficult, if 
not impossible, to determine the matter for which protection is sought, and places an 
undue burden on others seeking to establish the extent of protection. 

Hence claims 1 , 20 and 22 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

In order to overcome this objection, it would be appropriate to file an amended set of 
claims defining the relevant subject matter in terms of a single independant claim, 
followed by dependant claims covering features which are merely optional (Rule 6.4 
PCT). 

Bfl Item V 

Reference is made to the following document : D1: GB-A-1 211 832 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independant claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A Hft-recliner chair comprising a base portion (1 ,2), a seat portion (3) plvotally 
connected to the base portion, a back portion (4) pivotally connected (at 9) to the seat 
portion, and actuator means (see lever mechanism under seat) for moving the seat 
portion with respect to the base portion, and the back portion with respect to the seat 
portion (3) to alter the configuration of the chair, wherein said actuator means is 
substantially enclosed within the base portion in all configurations of the chair. 



All 



the technical features of claim 1 are therefore known from D1 



Furthermore, independant cJaioi^O is also known from D1. However the subject matter 
of independant r.laim 22 appears not to be known from the available prior art. 
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Dependent claims 2, 3, 13 and 14 do not contain any features wh,ch m «MM 
vrfth the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
Zlc. It novelty and/or inventive step, see document D1 and the correspond^ 
passages cited in the search report. 

However the combination of the features of dependent claims 4-1 2, 1 5-1 9, 21 and 23- 
T^TeZl is neither known from, nor rendered obvious by, the avartable pnor 

art. 
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